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1. Author  
1.1 Name Ibn Bashkuwāl = Abū l-Qāsim Khalaf b. `Abd al-Malik b. 
Mas`ūd b. Mūsā b. Bashkuwāl b. Yūsuf b. Dāḥa b. Dāka 
b. Naṣr b. `Abd al-Karīm b. Wāqid al-Anṣārī al-Khazrajī 
1.2 Date of birth September 29th, 1101 
1.3 Place of birth Cordoba 
1.4 Date of death January 5th, 1183 
1.5 Place of death Cordoba 
1.6 Biography An Andalusi traditionist, historian and jurist, Ibn 
Bashkuwāl is known principally for his biographical 
dictionary Kitāb al-Sila fī ta’rīkh a’immat al-Andalus 
(Book of The continuation. History of the sages of al-
Andalus), written by the author during the Almoravid 
period. 
 
Ibn Bashkuwāl was the son of the Cordoban jurist Abū 
Marwān `Abd al-Malik (d. 1139), with whom he was 
initiated into Islamic Law. His family came from the 
locality known as Shurriyūn, in the vega of Valencia. But 
Ibn Bashkuwāl’s entire life and professional activity took 
place in Cordoba and in Seville. In Cordoba he worked 
for a time drafting contracts, while in Seville he became 
a member of the judiciary as a subordinate of the chief 
cadi Abū Bakr Ibn al-`Arabī (d. 1148). However, he soon 
gave up public office completely in order to devote 
himself exclusively to studying and teaching until his 
death, dedicating himself to the composition of ascetic 
works and biographical dictionaries.  
 
With regard to his academic background, we know that 
he did not travel East to carry out his studies, as was 
usual among Andalusi ulama. But this did not prevent 
him from being acquainted with the knowledge of the 
day. His biographers insist on how numerous his 
teachers and disciples were. His most outstanding 
teacher was the Cordoban traditionist Abū Muḥammad 
Ibn `Attāb (d. 1126), along with Ibn al-`Arabī, whom we 
have already mentioned, as well as the cadi `Iyāḍ (d. 
1149), from Ceuta, and Abū `Alī al-Sadafī (d. 1120). 
 
The biographers set the total number of works 
composed by Ibn Bashkuwāl at fifty, although the titles 
they actually cite are far fewer. The literary creation of 
this author centred on ḥadīth and akhbār, as well as 
biographies of those who transmitted them. The greater 
part of his written legacy consists of the compilation of 
pious tales or of biographies of important figures known 
for their devotion. 
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1.7.2 Secondary M. Ben Cheneb and A. Huici Miranda, art. “Ibn 
Bashkuwāl”, in EI2 
 
B.M. Majlūf, Shajarat al-nūr al-zakiyya fī ṭabaqāt al-
mālikiyya, 2 vols, Cairo, 1931, I, pp. 154-155 
 
C. de la Puente, art. “Ibn Baškuwāl”, in Enciclopedia de 
al-Andalus. Diccionario de autores y obras andalusíes  
 
Ibn Bashkuwāl, Kitāb al-Qurba ilà Rabb al-`ālamīn (El 
acercamiento a Dios), ed. C. de la Puente, Madrid, 
1995, pp. 19-29 
 
C. de la Puente, “La transmisión de hadiz y de 
tradiciones ascéticas en al-Andalus en el s. VI/XII a 
través de la biografía de Ibn Baškuwāl”, in M. Marín and 
H. de Felipe (eds.), Estudios Onomástico-Biográficos de 
al-Andalus VII, Madrid, 1995, pp. 231-284 
 
F. Pons Boigues, Ensayo bio-bibliográfico sobre los 
historiadores y geógrafos arábigo-españoles, Madrid, 
1993, pp. 246-247, n. 200  
 
Ibn Bashkuwāl, Kitāb al-mustaghithīn bi-llāh (En busca 
del socorro divino), ed. M. Marín, Madrid, 1991, pp. 15-
22 
 
D. Urvoy, Pensers d’al-Andalus: la vie intellectuelle à 
Cordoue et Seville au temps des empires berbères (fin 
XIe siècle-début XIIIe siècle), Paris, 1990, p. 103 
 
D. Urvoy, Le monde des ulémas andalous du V/XIe au 
VII/XIIIesiècle, Geneva, 1978, p. 13 
 
`U.R. Kaḥḥāla, Mu`jam al-mu’allifīn, 15 vols, Damas, 
1957, IV, pp. 105-106 
 
C. Brockelmann, GAL, 5 vols, Leiden, 1943, I, 340, SI, 
p. 580 
 
2. Works on Christian-Muslim Relations  
2.1.1 Author  Ibn Bashkuwāl = Abū l-Qāsim Khalaf b. `Abd al-Malik b. 
Mas`ūd b. Mūsā b. Bashkuwāl b. Yūsuf b. Dāḥa b. Dāka 
b. Naṣr b. `Abd al-Karīm b. Wāqid al-Anṣārī al-Khazrajī 
2.1.2 Title Kitāb al-Sila = Kitāb al-Sila fī ta’rīkh a’immat al-Andalus 
(Book of The continuation. History of the sages of al-
Andalus) 
2.1.3 Date 1139 
2.1.4 Original language Arabic 
2.1.5 Description The Sila is Ibn Bashkuwāl’s most well-known work, 
being the continuation of the biographical dictionary 
compiled by Ibn al-Faradī (d. 1013), Ta’rīkh `ulamā’ al-
Andalus. The Sila was continued by other authors: Ibn 
al-Abbār in his Takmila (The complement) and Ibn al-
Zubayr, in Silat al-ṣila (The continuation of The 
continuation). 
 
The Sila of Ibn Bashkuwāl is a collection of 1400 
biographies of ulama from the 11th and 12th centuries. 
The personalities whose lives are featured are grouped 
alphabetically by name and, under each name, are 
ordered chronologically in accordance with the date of 
their death. The length of the biographies depends on 
the intellectual relevance of the person. Almost all of 
them possess the same structure: the person’s 
complete name, place of birth, profession, his teachers 
and the works he learnt with them, description of his 
qualities as an ulema and an enumeration of his own 
works (where appropriate), disciples and works that he 
taught them and, finally, his date of death. Sometimes 
the date of birth or the age the ulema reached on dying 
are also added.  
 
Where relations between Christians and Muslims on the 
Iberian Peninsula are concerned, the Sila contains 
isolated and concise references to Andalusi figures who 
took part in the jihād against the Christians and to others 
who carried out ribāṭ on the Christian-Muslim frontier. It 
is also possible to locate names that were originally 
Christian and arabised later (as is the name of Ibn 
Bashkuwāl, for instance), as well as pejorative 
expressions concerning Christians. 
2.1.6 Significance In addition to the historiographical value of this work, it is 
useful because it acquaints us with the ulama as 
transmitters of science, investing their knowledge and 
teachings with credibility, whilst providing us their dates 
of death, which is the information necessary in order to 
be able to authenticate their scientific and chronological 
position within a chain of transmission. Data of great 
value can also be found with which not only the 
intellectual but also the social history of al-Andalus can 
be put together. Within the framework of the historical 
relations between Christians and Muslims, the main 
interest of this work lies in that it reflects the activity on 
the frontier between al-Andalus and the Christian 
kingdoms in the North of the Peninsula. Furthermore, 
the Sila is the main source for many other later 
biographers, particularly those from the East. 
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